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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

India’s Test and ODI captain
Shubman Gill is set to be
named Cricketer of the Year
at the BCCI’s annual awards
to be held here on March 15.

The 26-year-old, who was
not picked in the T20 side that
defended the World Cup
crown last month, enjoyed a
stellar run in the other two
formats. He amassed 983
runs in Tests, including a
whopping 754 in the drawn
away series against England
in 2025, at an average of over
70. His ODI runs tally stood at

490, including 188 runs
during India’s title-winning
Champions Trophy cam-
paign. Overall, Gill accumulat-

ed 1,764 runs across formats
at an average of 49, dotted
with seven centuries and
three fifties. Although his T20

International form was not
particularly impressive, he
was in tremendous form
during the IPL, scoring 650
runs for Gujarat Titans at an
average of 50.

Former India head coach
Rahul Dravid is set to be hon-
oured with the Col CK
Nayudu Lifetime
Achievement Award for his
monumental contribution to
Indian cricket, including
guiding the team to the 2024
T20 World Cup title.

The Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) is set to be
named the Best Association
in domestic cricket.

Gill set to be named Cricketer
of the Year at BCCI awards 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Ahmedabad

India’s pace spearhead
Jasprit Bumrah said he relish-
es taking responsibility in
pressure situations and
described the T20 World

C u p
defence
as one of
the most
fulfilling
of his
career.

Bumrah played a
stellar role claiming four
wickets as India handed
New Zealand a crushing
96-run defeat in the final
to become the only team
to win the T20 World
Cup three times.

“I don’t want to hide

behind, I want to be in the
thick of things. I always
wanted to do a tough job,”
Bumrah, who was adjudged
the Player of the Match, said
in a video shared by BCCI after

the victory. “I’ve played
cricket for that. I started
cricket for that. When I’m able
to make a difference, that
gives me so much joy. No
better feeling than that.” For

the Gujarat-born pacer, the
triumph carried added emo-
tional significance as it came
at the venue where his cricket
journey began. “I started my
cricket here.

Always wanted to do a tough job: Bumrah

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Bridgetown

The ICC has provisionally
suspended fast-bowling all-
rounder Javon Searles and
two people linked to a fran-
chise for multiple breaches
of the apex body’s anti-cor-
ruption codes during the
2023-24 Bim10 tournament
in Barbados. Besides Searles,
the ICC has suspended Titans
team owner Chitranjan
Rathod and team official
Trevon Griffith from all
cricket.

Bim10 was a fast-paced
10-over-per-innings tourna-
ment that featured six
teams --  Voyagers,
Guardians, Titans, Settlers,

Warriors, and Pelicans. The
tournament, which was last
held in 2023-24, falls under
the jurisdiction of the
Cricket West Indies (CWI)
anti-corruption code, and
the charges were brought
by the ICC and CWI under
their respective anti-cor-
ruption codes. The trio have
14 days from March 11, 2026,
to respond to the charges,
the ICC said.

The charges involve
match-fixing, soliciting
players, and failing to report
corrupt approaches to the
anti-corruption officials.

Searles, who has repre-
sented West Indies Under-
19s, played for Trinbago
Knight Riders in the CPL, and

also featured in the IPL for
Kolkata Knight Riders in
2018, faces four charges
under the CWI anti-corrup-
tion code. 

Rathod has been charged
with facilitating corruption
within his franchise, and
Griffith also faces four
charges under the CWI code
and one under the ICC code,
including allegedly obstruct-
ing the investigation by tam-
pering with information.
These charges are part of a
larger, ongoing investiga-
tion into the 2023-24 edition
of the tournament, which
also previously involved
suspended USA batter
Aaron Jones being charged
with five breaches.

Bim10: ICC suspends player, two top
officials on corruption charges

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n London

Former Australian cricketer
Lisa Keightley is “disap-
pointed” at the lack of
female head coaches in the
women’s Hundred and
hopes more will join her in
the future.

Keightley, who is at the
helm of MI London, was the
only woman head coach
among the eight teams at
Wednesday’s historic
player auction. There has
been a significant increase
in player salaries, with a
total of 178 cricketers going
under the hammer at the
auction.

“It’s really changing fast,

isn’t it? And I suppose the
three powerhouses - India,
England, and Australia -
having very competitive T20
competitions is really
driving the women’s space
and the pay equity,” she told
‘ESPNcricinfo’. “We’re not
there, but it’s moving and
it’s moving pretty fast, so
that’s really good. “The only
thing I’m disappointed in is
I look around the room,
and I’m the only female

head coach. So for me,
waving the flag, and hope-
fully as we move into
cricket, we get a few more
female head coaches here,”
she added.

The League will start on
July 21 and conclude on
August 16. 

Lisa disappointed at lack of female
coaches in women’s Hundred

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Dubai

The last batch of South
African and West Indian
players stranded in India
after the T20 World Cup have
departed, the ICC announced
on Thursday, ending a crisis
caused by the closure of Gulf
airspace in the wake of the
raging West Asia conflict.

The ongoing war threw
travel plans into disarray,
leaving the South African and
West Indies teams stranded in
Kolkata due to closure of air-
space and airports at major
transit points like Dubai. The
West Indies and South Africa
played their final T20 World
Cup matches in Kolkata on
March 1 and March 4, respec-
tively. While nine West Indies
players had left earlier this
week, the remaining 16 were
booked on commercial
flights. A 29-member Proteas
contingent has also departed.
“Within the past 24 hours,
South Africa’s remaining 29
members and the West
Indies’ final 16 members have
departed on flights to their
respective homelands, bring-
ing to a close a complex oper-
ation that has taken place
under exceptionally challeng-
ing global travel conditions,”

the ICC said. The ICC added
that ensuring the “safe
onwards travel for all players
and staff was the sole aim”,
which required constant
adjustments as conditions
evolved. “Throughout this
period, the ICC’s operations
and logistics teams have
worked continuously with
governments, airlines, charter
providers, airport authorities
and our member boards to
navigate a number of opera-
tional disruptions caused by
the evolving environment.” 

The ICC had earlier drawn
criticism from former
England captain Michael
Vaughan and South African
stars Quinton de Kock and
David Miller, who insinuated
that England players were
given better travel arrange-
ments as they were able to
leave within a day of their
semifinal exit. Earlier, West
Indies head coach Daren
Sammy had also expressed
frustration at the lack of
updates from the governing
body after a charter flight
scheduled to depart from
Kolkata was cancelled due to
logistical issues. The ICC’s
airline partner Emirates has
been unable to operate
flights following the shut-
down of airspace over Dubai.

Final batch of SA, WI
players leave India 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Indian Wells (USA)

India’s Yuki Bhambri entered
his maiden ATP Masters 1000
semifinal as he and his
Swedish partner Andre
Goransson defeated
Alexander Erler and Andrea
Vavassori in straight sets in
Indian Wells here.

The 33-year-old Indian had
previously reached the
doubles quarter-finals at the
Masters 1000 level twice,
including at Indian Wells last
year. Bhambri and Goransson
defeated the Austrian-Italian
pair 6-3 7-6 in the quarterfi-
nals that lasted over one
hour 30 minutes. The Indo-
Swedish duo dominated on
their first serve, winning 83
per cent of the points (29/35),
which proved crucial in
taking the second-set tie-
break and closing out the
match. They will take on
France’s Arthur Rinderknech
and Monaco’s Valentin
Vacherot in the semifinals on
Friday. Rinderknech and
Vacherot defeated the
Russian duo of Andrey Rublev
and Karen Khachanov 6-3 6-
4 in their quarterfinal.

BHAMBRI
ENTERS MAIDEN
ATP MASTERS
1000 SEMIFINAL

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Lille (France)

Aston Villa travelled to Lille
to kick off the Europa
League round of 16 on
Thursday boosted by the
return from injury of captain
John McGinn.

McGinn was absent for
seven weeks since a knee
injury in a Premier League
loss to Everton in January.

“It’s massive to have him
back,” teammate Morgan
Rogers said. “He puts a smile
on people’s faces, he plays

with that smile, wears the
badge on his sleeve and he
brings a lot to our team.”

Villa and Lille also met in
the Conference League

quarterfinals two years ago,
when Unai Emery’s men
advanced on penalties.
Another English side,
Nottingham Forest, needs to
put relegation worries aside
when it hosts Danish club
Midtjylland. In an all-Italia
derby, Bologna hosts Roma.

The Europa League
format launched last season
- 36 teams in a single-stand-
ings league format then a
tennis-style knockout
bracket - lets teams from the
same country meet at any
point in the knockout phase.

Aston Villa to face Lille in Europa League


